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W h a t  m a k e s  a  g o o d  p a i n t i n g ?  

C O M P O S I T I O N    

• Strong focal point-Subject of Painting
• Break-up of space in interesting, meaningful, purposeful way
• Awareness of positive and negative spaces
• Balance- between colors, shapes, textures, sizes, subject etc.
• Harmony/Unity- between colors, shapes, textures, sizes, subject etc.
• Contrast- between colors, shapes, textures, sizes, subject etc.
• Rhythm- of shapes, colors, lines, textures, space etc.
• Zoom in on subject
• Allow objects to go off the page

T E C H N I Q U E :   U S E  O F  P A I N T I N G  M E D I A  
• Acrylics: layers of color, fast drying, water-based
• Watercolors, transparent layers, glazing, wet into wet, dry brush
• Used according to directions, tones are blended, develop tints and shades

S U B J E C T  M A T T E R   
• From direct observation
• Planned well from sketches and photos
• Planned background as well as foreground
• Challenging subject for the student

O V E R - A L L  A P P E A R A N C E  A N D  P R E S E N T A T I O N   

• Ready for Display
• Matted or mounted neatly
• Over-all appearance is pleasing
• Entire surface of canvas or paper is painted and complete
• Met the assignment criteria of the 3 Cs complex (composition, concept and 

craftsmanship)
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