
How To Rotoscope Using Photoshop: Step by Step 

1. Shoot video sequence in front of  green screen 

2. Do small 15 - 30 second shoots to make it easier 

3. Remember frame rate per second (FPS) usually use 10-12 for student animations.   

4. Bring video into your favorite video editing software and do any edits you need.  Save as 
an .mp4 or .mov 

5. Open the video in Photoshop 

6. Edit following the links above.  If  using Photoshop you can edit the look, lighting etc. of  the 
video before drawing the frames. 

7. File, Export and choose Render Video 

8. Now import your video back into Photoshop FILE, IMPORT, VIDEO FRAMES TO 
LAYERS 

9. Use the animation palette to set up Frame by Frame animation.  

10.Create a new layer and draw on top of  each video layer.   

11.When finished  throw away the video layers.  Do this as you work so the file doesn’t become 
too, large.  

12.Save this file as a Photoshop PSD as you work 

13.When finished Export as a Quictime file (.mov) 

https://vimeo.com/14573273

